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New-England Courant.

From M oND A Y March 26, toMoND A Y April 2, I 72 2.

T0 the Author of the New-England Courant,
SIR
T ma’y not beImproper in the firft glacc to inform your
Readers, thatI intend once a Fortnight to prefent them,
by the Help ofthis Paper, with a fhort Epiftle, which I pre-
fume will add fomewhat to their Entertainment.

And fince it is obferved, that the Generality of Pcog}c,
now a days, are unwilling either to commend” or difpraife

what they read, until they are in fome meafure Informed who
or what the Author of it is, whether hebe pooror rich, old or
young,a Schollar ora Leather Apron Man, & and lgive their
Opinion of the Performance, according to the Knowledge
which they have of the Author’s Circumftances, it may not
be amifs to begin with a fhort Account of my paft Life and
prefent Condition, that the Reader may not beat a Lofs to
udge whether or no my Lucubrations are worth his reading.

t the time of my Birth, my Parents were on Ship-board in
theitWay fromLaﬂdomoNE))lz land. My Entrancelntothis
troublefomeWor Id was attended with theDeathof my Father,a
Misfortune, whichtho'I was not then capableof knowing, 1
fhal] never beable to forgets for as he, poor Man, fiood tp-
onthe Deck rejoycing at my Birth, a mercilefs Wave entred
the Ship, and ‘in"one”Moment carry’d him beyond Reprieve.
Thus was the firft Day which I faw, the /4ff that was
feen by my father {and thus was my difconfilate Mother at
once_made both a Parent and a_idow.

When we arrived at Boffon (which was not long after ),1
was put to Nurfe in a Country Place, at a fmall"Diftance
from the Town_ where I went o Schoof, and faﬁ my Infancy
and Childhood in Vanit% and Idlenefs, antil I was bound out
Apprentice, that I might no longer BqaChargc to my In-
digént Mother, who was put to hard Shifts for a”Living

y Mafter was a Country Minifter, a pious good-matur’d
young Man, & a Batchelor ;" He labour’d with all'his Mightto
inftill’ vertuous and godly Principles into myr;cnder Soul,
well knowing that_ it was the moft {ujtable Time to make
deep and 12 n$ mpreflions on the Mind, while it was yet
untainted with Vice, freeand unbiafs’d. He endeavour’d that
I might be inftructed in all that Knowledge and Learning

which is neceffary for our Sex, and deny’d me no Accom-
lithment that cogid flibly be attained in a Country Place;
uch as all Sorts of Needle-Work, Writing, Arithmetick, &c.
and obferving, that Itook a more than ordinary D{glight in
reading ingenious Books, he gave me the free Ufe of his
Library, whichtho’ it was but fmall, yet it was wellchofe,
toinform the Underftanding rightly,and enable the Mind to
frame great and nobleldeas. . .

Before I had 1jv’d quite two Years with this Reverend
Gentleman, my indulgent Mother departed this Life, lea-
vi.ng.me as it wereby ‘my felf, having no Relation on Farth
within my Knowlcdéc. . . . .

I will not abufe your Patience with a tedious Recital of
all the frivolous Accidents of my Life, that happened from
his Time until I arrived to Yeéars of Difcretion, only in-
orm you, that I liv'd a chearful Country Life, {pénding my
leifuré Time either in fome innocent Diverfion with® the
neighbouring Females, or in fome fhady Retirement, with
the beft of Company, Bowks. Thus I paft away the Time
with a Mixture of %rqﬁt and Pleafure, having no Afflit{~
on bug what was imaginary, grﬁi created in my own Fancys
as nothing is more common with us Women, than to be grie-
vingfor nothings when we have nothing elfe to grieve f§r.

s I would not engrofs too much of your Paper at once,

I will defer the Remainder of my Story until my next Letter;

In the mean time defiring your Readers to exercife their

Patience, and bear with my Humours now and the ufe

I fhall cGouble them but {eldom. 1 am not infenfible of the

Impoflibility of E}caﬁng all, butI would not willingly dif-

leafeany 3 and for thole who_will take Offence where hone
is intended, they are beneath the Notice o

Your Humble Servant
SILENCE DOGOOD.

W= A5 the Favour of Mys. D s Correfpondence is_ac-
knowledged by the Pub%hero this Paper, lef any of her
Letters Jhould mi c‘ar;}/,‘ e defires they may for the future
be deliver'd at “his Printing- otyé or at'the Blue Ball in
Union Street, and no Queffionts [hall be afk'd of the Bearer.

BOST ON: Printed and Sold by F. Franklin in Queen-Street, over againft Mr. Shea/”s School, where

Advertifements and Letters are taken in.

Corner Shop on the North Side of the Town-Houfe. .

Advertifements are likewife taken in

X by . Edwardsat the
. Price :2 d. fingle or 10 5. 2 Year.

© 2010 Teach History — A Blog for Educators of Colonial American History — TeachHistory.com



